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CRAWLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCI  I. 


July,  1959. 


Health  Department, 
Goff b Park  House, 
Crawley. 


To  the : Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Crawley  Urban  District  Council 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
for  1958,  in  which  an  account  is  given  of  the  work  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  during  the  year®  This  is  the  third 
Report  since  the  Urban  District  was  formed  in  April,  1956, 
and  it  has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Health 
Circular  No.  22/58. 

Vital  Statistics 


On  page  7 will  be  found  details  of  the  vital  statistics 
for  1958.  Births  during  the  year  totalled  1,234  (1,207  legitimate 
and  27  illegitimate)  giving  a Crude  Birth  Rate  of  26.25  as 
compared  with  27® 5 in  the  previous  year.  After  application  of 
the  comparability  factor  as  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General, 
the  Corrected  Birth  Rate  is  still  18.38,  - well  above  the 
national  average  of  16.4  and  the  figure  of  15.43  for  Urban 
Districts  in  -Vest  Sussex. 

No  maternal  deaths  occurred,  but  17  children  died 
during  the  first  year  (7  male  and  10  female  infants).  This 
total  number  is  the  same  as  the  previous  year,  and  13  of  these 
died  during  the  first  four  weeks,  mainly  from  prematurity, 
congenital  defects,  etc.  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  is 
therefore  13.77,  with  a Neonatal  I.M.R.  of  10.53*  - both  were 
below  the  average  for  the  country  as  a whole. 

The  total  deaths  registered  during  the  year  amounted 
to  261,  as  compared  with  172  in  1957,  giving  a Crude  Death 
Rate  of  5«5»  Again  application  of  the  comparability  factor 
is  necessary,  giving  a Corrected  Death  Rate  of  11.6.  This  is 
an  increase  on  the  1957  figure  of  8.67. 

Detailed  causes  of  death,  as  provided  by  the  Registrar 
General,  are  shown  on  page  8.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  deaths 
from  Cancer  rose  from  29  to  57,  deaths  from  Coronary  Disease 
and  Angina  from  22  to  39,  and  from  Pneumonia  from  13  to  32. 
Accidental  deaths  (other  than  motor  vehicle  accidents)  showed 
a rise  from  1 to  9.  These  four  causes  therefore  account  for 
71  of  the  additional  deaths,  while  it  must  be  remembered  that 
during  the  year  the  population  rose  by  approximately  8,000. 
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While  it  is  true  that,  in  areas  of  comparatively  small 
population,  too  much  attention  should  not  be  paid  to  annual 
variations  in  vital  statistics,  the  rise  in  the  Cancer  death 
rate  cannot  be  ignored.  Reference  to  the  detailed  causes  will 
show  that  the  main  reason  for  the  rise  was  the  marked  increase 
in  deaths  from  Cancer  of  the  Lung  (Section  11  ~ "Malignant 
neoplasm  of  lung,  bronchus").  Whereas,  in  1957 » seven  men  and 
two  women  died  from  this  cause,  during  1958  male  deaths 
totalled  24,  but  no  female  deaths  were  attributed  to  cancer  of 
this  site. 


The  greatest  advances  in  medicine  in  the  later 
nineteenth  century  were  in  connection  with  the  "causes  of 
disease".  Our  ancestors  gave  explanations  of  illness  bound 
up  with  the  supernatural.  Then  came  the  great  era  of 
bacteriology  and  the  discovery  Of  causes  of  cholera,  typhoid, 
tuberculosis,  anthrax  and  many  other  infections;  later  came 
the  recognition  of  such  protozoal  infections  as  amoebic 
dysentery,  malaria  and  syphilis,  and  last  of  all  the  study  of 
viruses  which  cause,  among  other  infections,  smallpox, 
influenza  and  poliomyelitis.  The  discovery  that  many  organisms 
were  transmitted  from  man  to  man,  while  others  could  be  conveyed 
by  food  and  water,  by  human  excreta  and  by  animal  vectors,  led  to 
great  advances  in  preventive  medicine. 

Of  recent  years,  however,  study  has  extended  to  the  problem 
of  those  other  factors  without  which  specific  causes  may  be  unable 
to  operate.  These  are  the  general  contributory  causes  which  may 
perhaps  be  referred  to  as  "ways  of  life".  They  form  the  basic 
study  of  the  new  epidemiology,  which  seeks  to  discover  the 
incidence  and  spread  of  disease  in  populations  and  to  ascertain 
in  environment,  social  customs,  occupations  and  economic  studies, 
the  causal  relationship  with  disease. 

There  could  be  no  better  example  of  the  importance  of 
this  work  than  the  problem  of  Cancer  of  the  lung.  This  disease 
is  increasing  rapidly,  and  now  accounts  for  more  than  20,000 
deaths  each  year  in  Great  Britain.  With  every  year  that  passes 
the  incidence  increases  by  1,000,  and  it  will  be  remembered  that 
most  of  its  victims  are  men  in  the  prime  of  life.  There  is  the 
strongest  statistical  evidence  to  show  that  the  more  cigarettes 
a man  smokes,  the  more  likely  he  is  to  die  of  this  disease. 

The  answer  would  appear  to  be  a simple  one,  - yet  how  can  the 
truth  be  brought  home  to  the  man  in  the  street  ? 


infectious  Disease 


A table  showing  the  incidence  of  those  diseases  which 
are  notifiable  appears  on  page  10.  Only  two  cases  of  Whooping 
Cough  are  included,  - a marked  decrease  on  previous  years. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  Measles  again  became  prevalent, 
the  rise  in  November  and  December  indicating  the  greater  increase 
which  was  to  take  place  early  in  1959. 

Only  two  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  were  officially 
notified.  One  was  that  of  a housewife  suffering  from  what 
appeared  on  clinical  grounds  to  be  a staphylococcal  food 
poisoning,  but  detailed  investigation  suggested  that  contamination 
of  the  food  had  occurred  after  purchase.  The  second  notification 
was  of  an  isolated  case  of  infection  by  Salmonella  typhi-murium, 
but  the  source  could  not  be  traced,  and  all  family  contacts  were 
clear.  However  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  notification 
figures  do  not  reflect  the  true  incidence  of  the  many  gastro- 
intestinal infections  which  are  investigated  each  year  by  the 
department.  Many  of  these  cases  come  to  light  in  the  course  of 
routine  enquiries.  The  following  incident  is  of  interest. 

During  September,  a Medical  Officer  of  Health  from 
Scotland  reported  that  two  infants  had  been  admitted  to 
hospital  in  his  area  suffering  from  Paratyphoid,  and  their 
dates  of  onset  suggested  that  infection  had  been  contracted 
while  staying  with  relations  in  Crawley.  Although  there  was 
no  history  of  any  illness  in  the  local  family,  specimens  from 
both  parents  showed  the  presence  of  Salmonella  thompson,  but 
that  from  their  child  was  clear.  As  the  father  was  a food- 
handler,  this  finding  was  of  great  importance,  for  it  was 
necessary  to  keep  him  from  work  for  a fairly  lengthy  period 
until  specimens  became  negative.  The  source  of  this  infection 
could  not  be  confirmed,  but  the  occurrence  within  the  family 
circle  of  these  Salmonella  infections  suggested  that  the  young 
visitors  and  their  hosts  may  have  been  infected  simultaneously,  - 
probably  from  confectionery  prepared  with  imported  egg  products. 

Whereas  22  notifications  of  Poliomyelitis  were 
received  during  1957*  last  year  the  figure  fell  to  7 
(4  paralytic  and  3 non-paralytic).  Of  the  paralytic  cases, 
three  occurred  during  the  Spring,  one  being  that  of  a girl 
of  5 years  who  died  from  respiratory  paralysis.  The  other 
two  were  both  adults,  - a man  of  31  and  woman  of  24  years,  - 
and  in  each  case  later  orthopaedic  treatment  was  necessary. 

The  fourth  case  classed  as  paralytic  disease  made  a complete 
and  rapid  recovery.  The  fact  that  only  one  of  these  seven 
cases  was  in  a child  reflects  the  changing  pattern  of  this 
disease,  - and  is  surely  an  indication  of  the  need  of 
protection  by  vaccination  for  young  adults. 
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IMMUNISATION  IN  CHILDHOOD 


During  the  last  fifty  years  there  has  been  a very 
marked  reduction  in  the  severity  and  mortality  of  the  dangerous 
infectious  diseases,  although  the  incidence  of  some  remains 
little  changedo  While  it  is  true  that  the  lessened  severity 
of  measles  is  due  mainly  to  modern  therapeutic  measures,  the 
principal  contribution  to  the  suppression  of  the  other  diseases 
has  been  through  the  hypodermic  syringe*  There  is  now  the 
fear  that  the  mother  of  the  future  may  become  increasingly 
reluctant  to  consent  to  the  "pricking"  of  her  baby*  With  each 
year  that  passes  mothers  have  less  and  less  experience  of  the 
commoner  killing  diseaseso  Few  young  parents  of  today  have 
seen  or  heard  of  a case  of  diphtheria,  ■=>  in  fact  many  doctors 
now  in  practice  have  never  seen  a caseQ  It  is  possible  that  the 
same  position  will  arise  with  whooping  cough,  while  there  is 
hope  that  with  the  spread  of  vaccination,  poliomyelitis  may 
disappear  in  its  paralytic  formQ 

It  is  apparent  that  there  should  be,  as  far  as 
possible,  some  universal  agreement  on  a schedule  of  immunisation 
for  all  children,,  The  general  opinion  is  that  priority  should 
be  given  to  whooping  cough  immunisation,  for  this  is  still  a 
dangerous  disease  in  the  young  infant * Before  eighteen  months, 
a child  should  have  been  protected  against  whooping  cough, 
poliomyelitis,  diphtheria,  tetanus  and  smallpox*  At  school 
entry  he  should  receive  a "booster"  dose  against  diphtheria 
and  tetanus,  repeated  at  the  age  of  10  years,  - while  revaccination 
against  smallpox  is  well  carried  out  at  about  9 years  of  age* 
Protection  against  tuberculosis  by  means  of  B*C»G.  is  recommended 
around  13  years* 

Many  families  move  from  one  district  to  another,  from 
one  doctor  to  another,  and  from  one  Health  Authority  to  another* 

It  would  be  of  the  greatest  help  to  such  parents  if  they  could 
be  assured  that  the  policy  is  the  same  all  over  the  country* 

The  greater  the  uniformity,  the  greater  is  the  degree  of  safety 
to  the  patient* 

CARE  OF  THE  AGED 

It  was  not  necessary  during  1958  to  take  action  under 
Section  4?  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  19^8.  This  is  the 
section  which  deals  with  the  removal  from  home  of  elderly  and 
infirm  persons,  living  in  insanitary  conditions*  Several 
disturbing  cases  were  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Health 
Department,  but  in  each  instance  it  was  possible  to  find  a 
satisfactory  solution  without  recourse  to  compulsory  removal* 


iiiy  i ha^ks  ore  due  tu  „ Steel,  the  uhxef  Public 
Health  Inspector,  and  to  the  staff  of  the  Department  for 
their  help  and  co-operation,  and  to  my  secretary.  Hiss  Heydon, 
and  Miss  Brackpool,  who  have  been  responsible  for  the  typing 
end  duplication  of  this  reports  The  high  cost  of  printing 
has  thus  been  avoided. 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing 
my  appreciation  of  the  support  I have  received  from  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

I am,  ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee 

Mrs.  N.  Simkins  (Chairman) 

Mr.  R.G.  Davis-Poynter  (Vice-Chairman) 

Mr.  V.W.  Bell 

Mrs.  H. Co  Carman,  J.P. 

Mr.  A.E.  Crane 
Mr.  F.C.  Felt-ham 
Major  B.H.  Jones 
Mr.  E.S.  Lawler 
Mr.  A.E.  Pegler 
Mr.  K.J.  Richards 

Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department 

Kenneth  N»  Mawson,  M.B.,  Ch.B. , D.P.H. <,  F.R.S.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health;  also  Assistant  County 
Medical  Officer  and  School  M.O.  to  the  We st 
Sussex  County  Council. 

T.  Steel,  M.A.P.H.I.,  M.R.S.H. «,  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
and  Sanitary  Inspectors  Joint  Board. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
for  Inspectors  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

K. J.  Tyler,  M,A.P.H.I.9  M.R.S.H. 8 Senior 
Additional  Public  Health  Inspector 
Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
and  Sanitary  Inspectors  Joint  Board. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
for  Inspectors  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

L. P,  Poole,  M.A.P.H.I.,  M.R.S.H. 8 Additional 
Public  Health  Inspector 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
and  Sanitary  Inspectors  Joint  Board. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
fpr  Inspectors  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Clerks  - Miss  W.  Brackpool  and  Miss  G.  Weston 


Secretary  to  M.O.H.  - Miss  M.  Heydon 


CRAWLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Statistics  & Social  Conditions  of  the  Area  1958 

( Acres)  ••  • • ••  o o o o © © o o 5 j 622 

Estimated  resident  population,  mid-1958  ©.  ...  . . 46,970 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (31st  December,  1958) 

according  to  the  Rate  Books  . . ..  . . . . 14,000 

Rateable  Value  (31st  December,  1958)  «.  ..  . . £719,346 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  (estimated)  ..  .<>  £3,074 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 

Total  M.  Fo 


Live  Births  (Legitimate  1207 

(Illegitimate  27 

Still  Births 23 

Deaths 26l 


England  & Wales  Birth  Rate  = 16*4 


598  609  ) Birth  Rate  = 26.25 
10  17  ) per  1,000  estimated 

resident  population 
in  mid-1958. 

14  9 ) Rate  per  1,000  total 

births  = 18.3 

Crude  Death  Rate  =5*5 

Death  Rate  = 11*7 


Birth  Rate  corrected  by  Comparability  Factor  = 18.38 


Death  Rate  corrected  by  Comparability  Factor  = 11.6 


West  Sussex  Urban  Districts  Birth  Rate  = 15® 43  Death  Rate  = 14.22 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes:  (Deaths  from  Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and 

Abortion)  = 0 

Deaths  Rate  per  1.000  Total  Births 


0 


0.00 


During  the  year,  7 male  and  10  female  infants  died  before  a year. 
One  female  was  an  illegitimate  child. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age:- 

All  Infants  per  1 , 000  Liv e Births  . .0.000000.00000. ...«oo«*  13 « 1 7 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  Live  Births  ..•••••  13*25 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live  Births  ••*  37*03 

(Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  //ales  o............  22*5) 

Of  the  above  17  infant  deaths,  thirteen  (six  male  and  seven  female) 
occurred  in  the  first  month,  all  being  legitimate. 

Neonatal  I.K.R. 


• •••••  •••••#•*••••0000000000000000000# 


10.53 


Extracts  irora  Vital  Statistics  (Continued) 


Dosths  from  Csnccr  (3.H  &^6s)  0000000000000000 

57 

(29) 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  c.............. 

0 

(0) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...... .. 

0 

(0) 

(The  figures  in  brackets  refer  to  1957) 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  CRAWLEY  URBAN 

DISTRICT 

Males 

Females 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

0 

(1) 

1 

(0) 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

0 

(0) 

0 

(0) 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

(1) 

1 

(0) 

4. 

Diphtheria 

0 

(0) 

0 

(0) 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

(0) 

0 

(0) 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

0 

(0) 

0 

(0) 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

0 

(0) 

1 

(0) 

8. 

Measles 

0 

(0) 

0 

(0) 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  0 

(0) 

1 

(0) 

10o 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

(2) 

2 

(0) 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

24 

(7) 

0 

(2) 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

0 

(0) 

7 

(4) 

13 « 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

0 

(0) 

3 

(0) 

14. 

Other  malignant  & lymphatic  neoplasms 

3 

(9) 

11 

(3) 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

l 

(1) 

2 

(0) 

16. 

Diabetes 

2 

(0) 

1 

(1) 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

11 

(2) 

10 

(20) 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

25 

(16) 

14 

(6) 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

3 

(1) 

4 

(3) 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

11 

(12) 

19 

(13) 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

7 

(3) 

3 

(1) 

22. 

Influenza 

1 

(1) 

0 

(0) 

23. 

Pneumonia 

16 

(9) 

16 

(4) 

24. 

Bronchitis 

5 

(4) 

2 

(2) 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

2 

(0) 

1 

(1) 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

0 

(1) 

1 

(0) 

2?. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

0 

(0) 

0 

(0) 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

(0) 

1 

(2) 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

0 

(1) 

0 

(0) 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion 

0 

(0) 

0 

(1) 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

(2) 

5 

(1) 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  7 

(9) 

13 

(l4) 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

(2) 

0 

(1) 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

5 

(0) 

4 

(1) 

35. 

Suicide 

2 

(0) 

2 

(3) 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

0 

(0) 

0 

(o) 

136  (84)  125  (88) 
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SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

Under  the  New  Towns  Act,  19^6,  eight  New  Towns  are  now 
being  built  in  a ring  approximately  29  to  30  miles  from  the 
centre  of  London,  with  the  primary  object  of  relieving  over- 
crowding in  the  Metropoliso  Of  these,  Crawley  is  the  only  one 
south  of  London,  & a town  of  50,000  to  609000  inhabitants  is 
now  well  on  the  way  to  completion0  Covering  6,000  acres,  the 
Designated  Area  is  approximately  yk  miles  across  and  is 
surrounded  by  a green  belt  which  gives  ready  access  to  the 
countryside o 

While  the  Crawley  Development  Corporation  is  responsible 
for  the  planning  and  building  of  the  town,  including  the  majority 
of  houses,  most  shops  and  some  factories,  the  administration  of 
the  area  is  in  the  hands  of  the  local  authorities,  =■  the  West 
Sussex  County  Council  and  the  Crawley  Urban  District  Council., 

The  town  has  been  planned  to  have  nine  Residential 
Areas  (with  populations  varying  from  4,600  to  8,250),  a Town 
Centre  and  an  Industrial  Area,  the  last  being  situated  to  the 
north  of  the  town  on  the  London  side,  adjoining  the  main  road 
and  railway0  Each  Residential  Area,  eight  of  which  are 
completed,  is  largely  self “Contained,  having  a Primary  School, 
shops  which  provide  for  daily  needs,  a Church  and  a Public 
House o This  arrangement  cuts  to  a minimum  the  distance  which 
children  are  obliged  to  walk  to  school  in  their  early  yearso 
A Grammar  School  and  four  Secondary  Modern  Schools  have  been 
built,  providing  places  for  2,850  children  while  the  Secondary 
Schools,  which  are  co=educational,  are  so  sited  as  to  serve 
several  Residential  Areas,  each  drawing  its  pupils  from  a 
total  population  of  about  15,000,  living  within  a radius  of 
a mile  from  the  school © Eighteen  new  Primary  Schools  have 
been  completed,  providing  accommodation  for  8,600  children0 
The  new  College  for  Further  Education  has  already  enrolled 
1,800  students,  the  majority  on  a part-time  basiso 

One  permanent  Community  Centre  has  been  provided 
adjoining  West  Green  Primary  School,  and  semi -permanent 
halls  are  open  in  the  other  completed  Neighbourhoods o 

There  is  a wide  range  in  the  design  of  houses  in 
the  New  Town,  the  Corporation  having  designed  and  built 
over  250  different  types  of  dwellings.,  Three-quarters  of 
the  accommodation  is  now  provided  in  three-bedroomed  houses, 
the  type  in  greatest  demand,  and  it  is  interesting  to  note 
that  very  few  prospective  tenants,  less  than  are 

willing  to  be  housed  in  flatso 
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In  addition  to  the  houses  erected  by  the  Crawley 
Development  Corporation,  totalling  9*700  at  the  time  of 
writing,  the  Crawley  Urban  District  Council  had  828  houses 
in  occupation  at  the  end  of  1958,  The  vast  majority  of 
new  residents  work  in  Crawley,  either  in  the  factories  or 
in  the  town  services,,  Seventy-one  factories  are  in 
production  and  six  more  are  planned,.  When  these  are  completed 
employment  will  be  provided  in  the  Industrial  Area  for  12,350® 

The  Development  Corporation  has  followed  a shopping 
policy  which  has  provided  a limited  number  of  shops  in  each 
of  the  Neighbourhood  Centres,  - the  more  distant  areas  having 
more  generous  provision.  This  has  led  to  the  development  of 
the  Town  Centre  as  a shopping  area  of  regional  importance,  =■ 
and  146  shops  are  now  trading  there,  while  110  are  open  in 
the  Neighbourhoods, 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


The  following  cases  were  notified  during  1958,  The 
figures  in  brackets  indicate  the  number  of  cases  notified 
the  previous  year. 


0000000000 


00000000090 


Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic) 
Poliomyelitis  (Non-Paralytic) 
Measles  , , , , . 

Pneumonia  , , , 

Food  Poisoning 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Dysentery 
Malaria  (contracted  abroad) 


OOOOOOOCOOOOOO 


OOOOOOOOO 


0000000000 


o o o o o o 


o o o o o o o 


oooooooocooooooooooe 


OOOOOOOQOOOOO 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


OOOOOO 


6 

2 

4 

5 

529 

6 
2 
1 
1 
0 


(4) 

(141) 

(11) 

(11) 

(713) 

(8) 

(0) 
(4) 
(3) 

(1) 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Number  of  cases  added  to  the  Register  during  the  year  - 87  (97 

in  1957) 

(Of  this  number  26  were  new  cases,  the  remainder  being  MtransfersM 
when  the  patient  moved  to  Crawley, ) 

Pulmonary  Males  36  Non-Pulmonary  Males  6 

Pulmonary  Females  39  Noil-Pulmonary  Females  6 

One  death  occurred  during  the  year,  - that  of  a woman  who  died 
of  pulmonary  disease. 


The  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  on  the  Register  at 
the  31st  December,  1958,  was  378, 


11. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


During  the  year  1,3^5  children  under  5 years  of  age, 
and  36  between  the  ages  of  5 and  15  years,  received  the  full 
course  of  immunisation.  In  addition  4ll  children,  who  had 
previously  been  protected,  were  given  a ''reinforcing'1  dose. 

When  compared  with  the  previous  year  the  figure  for 
primary  immunisation  shows  a rise,  even  when  allowing  for 
the  increase  in  population,  but  there  was  a further  fall  in 
the  number  of  "booster"  doses  given. 

ACCOMMODATION  FOR  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


The  following  known  cases  of  notifiable  disease  were 
admitted  to  hospital  during  the  period  ending  31st  December,  1958s- 

Foredown  I.D.H. 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic)  ...... .......  3 

Poliomyelitis  (Non-Paralytic)  .........  4 (1  DNC) 


Queen  Mary's  Hospital,  Carshalton 


Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic) 
Dysentery  . . „ . 


000000000000 


OOOOOoOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


1 

1 


East  Surrey  Hospital,  Redhill 


Pneumonia 


ooooooooooooooeoooooooooooooo 


1 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


1.  Laboratory  Facilities 

Whereas  previously  all  routine  bacteriological  work 
from  the  Horsham  Rural  District  had  been  referred  to  the  Epsom 
Laboratory  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  arrangements 
were  made  early  in  1956  for  specimens  from  Crawley  to  be  sent  to 
the  Brighton  Laboratory.  It  is  desirable  that  all  specimens 
should  reach  a Laboratory  with  the  minimum  of  delay,  and  it  was 
found  that  transport  to  Brighton  would  prove  quicker  and  generally 
more  convenient.  Routine  samples  of  water,  milk  and  ice-cream 
are  submitted,  together  with  many  other  types  of  specimens  for 
bacteriological  examination  when  necessary.  All  general 
practitioners  in  the  area  were  informed  of  the  scheme  and 
invited  to  make  use  of  our  transport  arrangements  when  necessary. 

We  are  indebted  to  Dr.  J.E.  Jameson,  Director  of  the 
Laboratory,  for  his  assistance  and  advice  on  many  occasions. 


12 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area  (Continued) 


2.  Ambulance  Facilities. 


The  operation  of  this  service,  for  which  the  West 
Sussex  County  Council  as  Local  Health  Authority  is  responsible, 
is  carried  out  by  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade,  the  day-to-day 
administration  being  under  the  control  of  the  local  Divisional 
Superintendent. 

Four  ambulance  vehicles  are  provided,  with  a staff  of 
four  paid  drivers  and  one  driver/attendant . During  1958,  the 
Crawley  ambulance  fleet  covered  a total  mileage  of  69,516,  - as 
compared  with  60,055  during  1957c  Much  help  is  given  on  a 
voluntary  basis  by  the  members  of  the  Crawley  Ambulance 
Division  of  St.  John,  - and  by  the  ladies  of  the  Nursing 
Division  who  frequently  act  as  ambulance  attendants  on  a 
voluntary  basis. 

The  Hospital  Car  Service,  in  the  north-east  corner  of 
the  County,  is  under  the  control  of  the  transport  officer  at 
Horsham,  serving  the  whole  of  this  area.  During  1958,  these 
voluntary  drivers  covered  336,512  miles  when  transporting 
patients  to  hospitals  and  clinics,  an  increase  of  59»000  miles 
over  the  previous  year. 

3.  Hospital  Accommodation  for  Infectious  Disease. 

The  majority  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  in  need 
of  hospital  treatment  are  admitted  to  Foredown  I<>D0H.  at  Hove. 

I must  express  my  appreciation  of  the  helpful  co-operation  of 
the  Medical  Superintendent. 

We  are  advised  that  any  cases  of  Smallpox  occurring  in 
the  District  should  be  sent  to  the  River  Hospital  (Long  Reach), 
Dart ford,  Kent. 

4,  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

A.  By  Local  Health  Authority. 

The  following  is  an  account  of  the  Services  provided 
in  the  area  by  the  West  Sussex  County  Council  as  Local 
Health  Authority. 

(a)  Nursing : The  West  Sussex  County  Council  employs 
District  Nurses,  Midwives,  Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses. 
In  Crawley  the  Health  Visitors  act  as  School  Nurses,  but 
District  Nurses  and  Midwives  operate  separately. 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area  (Continued) 

(b)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare:  Infant  Welfare 
Clinics  are  held  as  follows 

Congregational  Church  Rooms . Sessions  are  held  each  Tuesday 
from  2 p.m.,  a doctor  being  in  attendance  fortnightly,, 

Langley  Green  Clinic.  Sessions  are  held  twice  weekly 
(Monday  and  Wednesday)  from  2. 30  pom,,  a doctor  being  in 
attendance  on  the  second  and  fourth  Monday  and  the  first 
and  third  Wednesday  in  the  month . 

Jubilee  Hall,  Three  Bridges.  Sessions  are  held  twice  weekly 
(Monday  and  Thursday)  from  2 p«mo  A doctor  is  in  attendance 
on  the  first  and  third  Mondays  and  also  on  the  second  and 
fourth  Thursdays. 

Bishop  Bell  Clinic,  Tilgate.  Sessions  are  held  on  Mondays 
and  Fridays  from  2 - 4 p.m. 

Ifield  Community  Hut.  Sessions  are  held  weekly  on  Fridays 
from  2.30  - 4 p.m. 

Southgate  Community  Hut.  Two  sessions  are  held  each  week 
on  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  from  2 - 4 p.m. 

Gossops  Green  Clinic.  (At  Gossops  Green  School)  Sessions 
are  held  weekly  on  Wednesdays  from  2-4  p.m. 

Contraceptive  Clinic 

Langley  Green  School.  A Family  Planning  Clinic  is  held 
at  1.45  p.m.  on  the  first  and  second  Tuesday  in  each 
month  and  at  7°  15  p.m.  on  the  third  and  fourth  Mondays. 

Relaxation  Classes 


Congregational  Church  Rooms.  Classes  are  held  fortnightly 
on  Thursdays  at  2.15  p.m. 

Jubilee  Hall,  Three  Bridges.  Classes  are  held  fortnightly 
on  Thursdays  at  10.30  a.m. 

Bishop  Bell  Clinic , Tilgate.  Classes  are  held  on  Thursdays 
at  2.30  p.m. 

(c)  School  Health  Service.  Regular  inspections  of 
children  are  carried  out  at  all  schools  by  the  District 
M.O.H.  and  other  School  Medical  Officers  in  the  service 
of  the  County  Council. 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area  (Continued) 


School  Health  Service  (Continued) 

Two  full-time  Dental  Surgeons  operate  in  Crawley , with 
assistance  from  other  members  of  the  County  staff*  Regular 
sessions  are  held  at  the  Langley  Green  and  Tilgate  Clinics 
and  in  the  medical  rooms  of  the  new  schools* 

Eye,  Orthopaedic  and  Physiotherapy  Clinics  are  held 
in  the  town,  but  children  who  are  referred  from  the 
Orthopaedic  Department,  as  requiring  examination  by  the 
Consultant  Orthopaedic  Surgeon,  are  seen  by  him  at  the 
Horsham  Health  Centre* 

Sessions  for  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and 
Poliomyelitis  are  held  at  the  Robinson  Road,  Langley 
Green  and  Three  Bridges  Clinics,  and  also  at  the  Bishop 
Bell  Clinic  in  Tilgate*  However  the  majority  of 
children  are  treated  in  their  own  schools,  in  order  to 
cause  the  minimum  of  interference  with  the  curricula* 

(d)  Home  Help  Service*  This  is  controlled  by  the 
Women’s  Voluntary  Services  on  behalf  of  the  County 
Council*  The  value  of  this  work  cannot  be  over-estimated* 


B.  Other  Facilities* 

(i)  Hospital  and  Specialist  Services*  A comprehensive 
hospital  and  specialist  service  is  provided  by  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board*  Hospital  accommodation  of  a private  nature 
is  available  in  certain  circumstances,  subject  to  appropriate 
charges* 

(ii)  General  Medical  and  Dental  Services*  Everyone  is 
entitled,  as  part  of  the  arrangements  of  the  National  Health 
Service,  to  general  medical  and  dental  care*  Local  arrangements 
for  these  services  are  organised  through  the  National  Health 
Executive  Council  for  West  Sussex,  175«  Broyle  Road,  Chichester* 

(iii)  Horsham  Chest  Clinic*  This  is  held  in  the  Health  Centre 
adjoining  Horsham  Hospital,  and  is  available  to  all  residents 
in  the  area* 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area  (Continued) 


B.  Other  Facilities  (Continued) 

(iv)  Venereal  Diseases®  Patients  may  attend  the  Clinic  at  the 
Redhill  County  Hospital  or  at  the  Royal -Sussex  County 
Hospital,  Brighton®  Treatment  is  confidential  and  times  are 
as  follows 

Redhill  County  Hospital 

Men  - Mondays  5 p#m®  to  7 p®m® 

Women  - Wednesdays  5 p«m®  to  7 p»m0 

Royal  Sussex  County  Hospital 

Men  - Mondays,  Thursdays  and  Saturdays, 

lo30  to  4o30  p®m® 

Tuesdays  1«30  to  4®  30  p®m® 

Thursdays  and  Saturdays  10  a0m0 
to  1 pom® 


Women 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


by  the 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


Mrc  To  Steel 
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The  overall  picture  for  1958  is  one  of  steady  progress, 
with  some  changes  in  emphasis  in  various  fields  as  compared  with 
1957*  There  was  no  change  in  the  staff  of  the  Department  during 
the  year,  although  an  allowance  had  been  made  in  estimates  for  a 
fourth  inspector  to  be  appointed  during  the  latter  half  of  the 
year*  For  various  reasons  it  was  decided  to  delay  advertising 
the  appointment.  It  was  found  that  the  implementation  of  the 
Smoke  Control  provisions  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  could  not  be  as 
rapid  as  anticipated,  and  the  Council  did  not  become  a Food 
and  Drugs  Authority.  By  the  end  of  the  year,  however,  it  was 
clear  that  an  additional  inspector  would  be  required  if  ground 
were  not  to  be  lost* 

There  still  remains  the  need  for  a house-to-house 
inspection  of  all  the  older  dwellings  in  the  district  and  this 
should  be  one  of  the  first  things  to  receive  attention  when  an 
additional  inspector  is  appointed.  The  last  complete  inspection 
programme  was  carried  out  by  the  officers  of  the  Horsham  Rural 
District  in  1946-7  and  the  data  then  obtained  is  much  in  need 
of  revision.  Up-to-date  information  would  be  very  valuable 
when  consideration  is  given  to  possible  redevelopment  schemes 
or  to  the  improvement  of  sub-standard  houses* 

It  was  possible  during  the  year  to  deal  with  the 
majority  of  the  known  unfit  houses,  thus  making  up  for  the 
delay  which  had  occurred  pending  the  formation  of  the  Urban 
District.  Special  remarks  relating  to  this  and  other 
activities  of  the  Department  are  given  under  their  separate 
headings  in  subsequent  pages. 

I must  again  express  my  deep  gratitude  for  the  loyal, 
willing  and  conscientious  support  of  the  additional  inspectors, 
Mr.  Tyler  and  Mr.  Poole,  and  of  Miss  Brackpool  and  Miss  Weston 
on  the  clerical  side. 


TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  INSPECTIONS  FOR  ALL  PURPOSES 


4,384 
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WATER  SUPPLY 
Sampling 
Bacteriological : 


No.  of  samples 
taken 

Satisfactory 

B*  coli  present  over 

3 per  100ml* 

38 

38 

- 

Chemical : 


No*  of  samples 
taken 

Satisfactory 

3 

3 

No.  of  dwellinghouses  supplied  with 
main  water  direct  to  the  houses 

Estimated 

population 

13,990 

48,800 

New  houses  connected  to  main  supply  .go**..*******  2, 044 

Number  of  houses  with  private  supply  g************  10 

Bacteriological  samples  taken  from  private  supplies  5 

Number  of  samples  found  unsatisfactory  co*********  4 


The  results  of  the  bacteriological  examination  of  all 
the  samples  taken  from  main  supplies  were  satisfactory., 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  slimmer,  however,  complaints 
were  received  from  residents  in  several  neighbourhoods  regarding 
"dirty"  water.  This  was  due  to  disturbance  of  deposits  of 
manganese  and  iron  compounds  in  the  mains  carrying  the  Weir  Wood 
supply*  These  metals  are  normally  present  in  the  raw  water  and 
although  purification  treatment  removes  all  but  a trace,  deposits 
had  built  up  to  such  a degree  that  an  extensive  flushing 
programme  proved  necessary*  This  was  carried  out  with  satisfactory 
results  by  the  Weir  Wood  Water  Board  in  conjunction  with  the 
distributing  authorities* 
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Water  Supply  (Continued) 

Such  deposits 9 although  naturally  causing  concern  to 
residents,,  are  chemically  harmless o Measures  have  now  been  taken 
by  the  Weir  Wood  Water  Board  to  still  further  reduce  the  amounts 
of  these  metals  remaining  in  the  treated  water  and  it  is  hoped 
that  there  will  not  be  a repetition  of  the  trouble  on  such  an 
extensive  scale ® 


PRIVATE  SWIMMING  POOLS 


Number  of  pools  oooo®ooooooooo©©oo  ^ 

Number  of  samples  taken  c®®®®®®®®®  11 

Results  of  three  samples  were  unsatisfactory® 
Appropriate  advice  was  given  on  the  treatment  of  the  water® 

INSPECTIONS,  ETC, 


Number  of  notices  served  under  the  Public  Health  Acts* 

1 ormal  oooooooooooo®ooo®o®o®®®o®o®  o % 

Informal  ooooooooocogooooooqoqoo&o  ^1 


Number  of  notices  coraplled  with? 


Formal  OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOCOOOOO 

Informal  OOOOOOOOOGOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


COMPLAINTS 

Number  of  complaints  received 
(ether  than  for  rats  & mice)  ®o®o®®  110 
Inspections  o®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®  108 
Pe-inspee  ti  ons  ooooo®o®oooo®o®oo  ®o  dL 

There  was  a forty  per  cent  increase  in  the  number  of 
complaints  received  as  compared  with  1$5?® 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 


Inspections  OOOOOOO&OOOOOOOOOOOOOO® 

Number  of  notices  served  ®®®o®o®e®o  1 

Number  of  moveable  dwellings 
licensed  ©®o®®o®o®ooooooooo®o®oo®©  ^ 


The  number  of  caravans  in  the  district  remained 
small  and  no  exceptional  problems  were  encountered® 
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SECTION  89.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  <,  1956 

lower  to  require  sanitary  conveniences  to  be  provided  at  inns9 
refreshment  houses ^ etc. 

Progress  continued  in  respect  cf  the  modernisation 
and  improvement  of  the  older  public  houses  in  the  district 
and  at  the  end  of  the  year  only  one  property  remained  in  need 
of  attention. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Visits  of  enquiry  ooo.ooo.ooooo  22? 

looms  disinfected  0.00000000000  1 

Number  of  personal  specimens 
submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  .oo.o.oooo.ooooooeo  9^ 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS,  FLEAS,  ETC. 

Number  of  visits  in  connection 

With  Vermin  oooooopooocoocooogo  52 

Number  of  rooms  treated  for 

V ermin  ...o.oooaooooooooooooooo  3^1 

The  above  figures  relate  to  13  premises,  and  again 
show  a considerable  increase  over  the  previous  year0 

DRAINAGE  WORK 


Number  of  visits  in  connection 
with  drainage  ooooooooooooooooo 
Houses  connected  to  main  drainage 
Houses  provided  with  flushing 
cisterns  .....o. .000000000000.0 
Privies  converted  to  Eo0o*s  ooOC 
S.C.’s  converted  to  vVoCo’s  o.oo 
Drains  repaired  00000.0000000.0 
Works  to  public  sewers  (Section 
24,  Public  Health  Act,  1936)  000 


519 

11 

3 

2 


DUSTBINS 


New  dustbins  supplied  at  the 

request  of  the  Department  oooooe  13 

OFrENSlVE  TRADES 

Number  of  premises  registered 

(bone  boiling  & fat  extracting).  1 

Number  of  inspections  0.0.000.00  l8 
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PST  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 


Number  of  premises  licensed  ©c.©©©©©©,  3 
Number  of  inspections  o©©oo©oo©oooo<>  3 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1935 

Number  of  food  premises  in  the  district s~ 

Grocers  and  previsions  shops  ooooooooo 
Confectioners  oooo©o©oooooo©o©©©o©©o©© 

Greengrocers  ooooooooooooooooooooooooo 
Butchers  ©d©o©©o©oo©©©oooooooooo©o©ooo 

Bctlcehouses  ooooooooooooooooooooooooo©© 
Bakers0  s hops  oooooooooooooooooooooeoo 
Fishmonger  S7)  ooooooooooooooooooooooooo© 

Cafes  & Restaurants 
Licensed  Premises 
School  Canteens 
Factory  Canteens 


oooooooooooooooooo 
oooooocooooooooooooo 
OOCOOOOOOOOOOOOOOCGOO 
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


Nursing  & Convalescent  Homes 
Clubs,  etc< 


OOOOOOOOO 
ooooooooooooooooooooooooo 


65 

27 

31 

29 

7 

13 

13 

25 

21 

2h 

kj> 

3 

12 


Total 


oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 


315 


Number  of  food  premises  registered  under  Section  l6s' 


For  sale  of  ice  creams~ 


Grocers  and  provisions  shops 
Confectioners 
Bakers 


ooooocoo 
0000000000000000000000 

OOOOOOOoGOOOOOOOOOOOOOQOOOOOO 


37 

27 

10 


For  the  manufacture  of  sausages,  preserved  foods,  etc© 


Butchers 

Grocers 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 

OCOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


19 

4 


Total 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOQOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


97 


Inspection  of  Registered  Food.  Premises 


Number  of  inspections 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


229 


Food  and  Drafts  Act  (Continued) 
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Meat  and  Other  Foods 


The  following  articles  of  food  were  examined  during 
the  year  and  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumptions- 


214 

79 

104 

21 

1 

2 

4 
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Tins  Meat  28 
Tins  Fruit  217# 
Tins  Vegetables  13 
Tins  Fish  28 
Tin  Soup 

Tins  Tomato  Juice  399 
Tins  Preserve  29$ 
Jars  Preserve 


Ibso 

Ibso 

lbs* 

lbs© 

Ibso 

cwto 


Kidneys 

Beef 

Ham 

Liver 

Fish 

Potatoes 


58  PktSo  Fish 
39  PktSo  Cheese 
2 PktSo  Pastry 


Method  of  Disposal  of  Condemned  Food 

Meat  and  fish  are  stained  and  released  where  appropriate 
for  by-product  usage , otherwise  the  condemned  food  is  buried  on 
the  Council's  refuse  tip0 


Food  Hygiene 


Number  of  inspections  <=000000000000  1,254 

Number  of  notices  served  0000000000  88 

Number  of  notices  complied  with  soe  76 


1957c 


The  number  of  inspections  is  almost  double  that  of 


FOOD  HYGIEH5 


Several  of  the  larger  firms  made  arrangements  during 
the  year  for  talks  on  Food  Hygiene  to  be  given  to  their  staff 
during  working  hours*  The  Department  now  has  a good  stock  of 
filmstrips  and  other  instructional  aids,  and  advantage  is  taken 
of  all  opportunities  to  give  instruction  to  food  handlerso 
The  general  response  to  offers  of  organised  talks  is9  however, 
still  rather  disappointinge 

Reports  were  made  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  of 
seven  matters  in  respect  of  possible  infringements  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act  and  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations* 

No  legal  proceedings  were  institutedo 
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MILK 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations^  1949-1954 


Number  of  dairies  registered 


Nil 


Milk  Supply 


Number  of  registered  purveyors  cf  milk. . 35 

Dealers  * Licences 

Tuberculin  Tested  21 

Pasteurised  . 33 

Sterilised  1? 


Number  of  notices  served  under 

Regulations  

Number  cf  notices  complied  with 


MiLjl.sc  osmpj.es 

Bacteriological  examination  of  milk: 


Designation 

Samples 

taken 

Up  to 
standard 

Be  lei?  Standard 
(Failed  Methylene 
Blue  Test) 

Tuberculin  Tested 

20 

18 

2 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

25 

25 

- 

Pasteurised 

24 

2k 

- 

Sterilised 

3 

3 

— 

Total: 

72 

70 

2 

Biological  examination  of  milk: 


Designation 

Samples 

taken 

Up  to 
Standard 

Below  Standard 

Tuberculin  Tested 

4 

4 

- 
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ICE  CREAM 


No.  of  samples 

Prov, 
Grade  I 

Prov* 
Grade  11 

Prov. 

Grade  III 

Prov* 
Grade  IV 

22 

14 

8 

- 

- 

These  results  indicate  a satisfactory  standard  in 
respect  of  the  ice  cream  supplies  in  the  district* 

KNACKERS'  YARDS 


Number  of  premises  licensed  o«*„ooe.«6  1 

Number  oi  *nsp6ctxoii6  ooeoooo. ********  1^ 

The  standards  maintained  at  the  knacker’s  yard  have 
been  satisfactory,  both  as  regards  general  sanitation  and  as 
regards  the  care  of  animals  taken  in* 

It  is  still  a matter  of  grave  concern  that , however 
much  supervision  can  be  given  to  knackers'  yards,  there  are  at 
present  no  adequate  means  of  preventing  diseased  and  heavily 
contaminated  meat  being  taken  into  homes  for  feeding  animals 
and  subsequently  causing  infection  of  other  foodstuffs* 

It  is  extremely  difficult  to  ensure  that  no  meat 
coming  from  a knacker's  yard  is  used  for  human  consumption* 

In  any  event,  just  as  much  harm  could  result  by  consumption 
of  other  foodstuffs,  which  become  infected  from  diseased  or 
contaminated  knackers'  meat,  as  would  result  from  the  direct 
consumption  by  humans  of  the  knackers0  meat  itself. 
Sterilisation  is,  in  ny  opinion,  the  only  effective  safeguard 
where  such  meat  is  to  be  taken  into  domestic  premises* 
Legislation  requiring  this  has  been  long  awaited. 

SECTION  38,  SHOPS  ACT.  1930 

Number  of  inspections  coo*****.. ....<>  92 

The  fact  that  this  Department  is  responsible  for 
the  provisions  of  the  whole  of  Section  3$  of  the  Shops  Act 
greatly  facilitates  administration,  particularly  in  respect  of 
food  premises.  Difficulties  would  no  doubt  have  arisen  if 
those  parts  of  the  section  relating  to  lighting,  washing 
facilities  and  feeding  facilities  had  still  been  administered 
by  the  County  Council. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  IS  GTS  ACT.  1949 

Rodent  Control 


Number  of  complaints  received  0 ® ® o ® ® 
Number  of  infested  premises  found  as 
a result  of  survey  oooooooooooo«oo® 
Estimated  number  of  rats  killed  . ®.® 
Estimated  number  of  mice  killed  «®®® 
Number  of  rats  picked  up  after 

treatment  ooooooooooooo®ooooooeoo®o 


310 

171 

743 

915 

147 


The  total  number  of  complaints  received  is 
considerably  less  than  last  year*  I am  hopeful  that  the 
main  reason  for  this  decrease  is  the  additional  time  spent 
on  survey  work,  which  allows  infestations  to  be  dealt  with 
before  they  become  large  enough  to  be  the  subject  of  complaints,. 
Regular  visits  to  known  trouble  spots  provide  the  prevention 
which  is  proverbially  better  than  cure® 

The  fact  that  the  occupiers  of  several  industrial 
premises  have  agreed  to  arrangements  for  regular  routine 
inspections  also  reduces  the  number  of  actual  complaints, 
as  does  the  fact  that  there  are  now  fewer  building  sites® 

It  was  found  necessary  to  treat  certain  lengths  of 
sewer  during  the  year,  mainly  in  the  older  parts  of  the  town® 

The  refuse  tip  has  been  remarkably  free  of 
infestation,  a fact  which  can  be  attributed  to  good  standards 
of  maintenance  and  prompt  treatment  of  minor  - or  even  of 
only  suspected  - infestations® 

HOUSING 


Six  Clearance  Areas,  concerning  22  houses,  were 
declared  by  the  Council  in  November,  1957«  Four  of  these 
areas  were  dealt  with  by  way  of  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders 
and  the  remaining  two  by  Clearance  Orders® 

Objections  were  received  in  respect  of  one  of  the 
Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  and  a public  inquiry  was  held  in 
May®  The  Minister  subsequently  confirmed  all  the  orders 
without  variation® 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  8 out  of  the  4l  houses 
included  in  the  first  five  year  programme,  remained  to  be 
dealt  with®  A further  6 houses  have  subsequently  been  found 
to  be  unfit  and  all  of  these  have  been  dealt  with  in  addition® 
The  total  of  known  unfit  houses  remaining  at  the  moment 
therefore  is  8„ 


Housing  (Continued) 


The  more  one  is  called  upon  to  interpret  the 
standard  of  fitness  as  "defined111  by  the  Housing  Act  the 
more  one  realises  how  vague  it  is,  and  how  poor  the 
condition  of  a house  must  be  before  action  can  be  taJken® 

How  long  will  it  be  before  consideration  can  be  given  to 
such  things  as  lack  of  hot  water  supply  and  bathrooms  ? 

The  new  proposals  respecting  Improvement  Grants 
will  probably  fill  part  of  the  gap,  but  there  will  still 
be  those  houses  which,  although  not  unfit,  are  "sub-standard" 
and  not  suitable  for  improvement 0 It  can  only  be  hoped  that 
sui table  legislation  will  be  introduced,  enabling  local 
authorities  who  have  been  able  to  deal  with  most  of  their 
unfit  houses  to  gc  ahead  with  bringing  all  sub- standard 
houses  up  to  modem  standards,  or  to  replace  them*  It  is 
apparent  that  a considerable  proportion  of  these  sub- 
standard houses  are  now  owner-occupiedo 


oooooooooo 


Inspection  of  dwellinghouses  during  the  year:- 

Total  number  of  visits  for  housing  defects  under 

Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  ooooooooo00e»o<,ce«c«  70? 

Housing  Act,  1957 

1«  Houses  demolished  in  the  period 

Houses  demolished  as  a result  of  formal  or 
informal  procedure  o©ooooooogoo©ooooo©ooooogog©  5 

2.  Houses  closed  in  the  period 

(a)  Under  Sections  16(4),  17(1)  and  35(1)  «©.©.  2 

(b)  Under  Sections  1?(3)  and  2b  ©©©©©©©©©o©®.©  - 

(c)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  under  Section  18  1 

3*  Unfit  houses  in  temporary  use 

(a)  Retained  for  temporary  accommodation 

( 1 ) Under  Section  Ao  oooooocooooeooooo©*© 

( 2 ) Under  Sec ti on  17  ( ) & ©oooo©o©©©©oo©®o 

(3)  Under  Section  hS  o©©ooo&oo©oooce©o©©© 

(b)  Licensed  for  temporary  occupation 

unoer  oec tions  yn  or  5y  ooooo©ooo©®oc-oo©oo 
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Housing  (Continued) 

4.  Houses  Let-in-Lodgings 

(a)  Formal  notices  served  under  Section  36  

(b)  Formal  notices  served  under  Section  90  •••••... 

(c)  Formal  notices  complied  with  . .. 

5.  Overcrowding  - Part  IV.  Housing  Act.  1957 

(a)  1.  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end 

of  year  

2.  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  .. 

3.  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  

(b)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  .... .................. 

(c)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  . . . ... ..... ......... 

(d)  Number  of  formal  notices  to  abate  overcrowding  . 

(e)  Number  of  formal  notices  complied  with  . ....... 

In  calculating  the  "permitted  number"  of  persons  for 
a dwelling,  living  rooms  are  still  required  to  be  taken  into 
account.  It  would  be  more  realistic  if  the  Act  were  to  be 
revised  and  to  require  the  permitted  number  to  be  calculated 
solely  in  respect  of  bedroom  accommodation* 

6.  Unfit  houses  made  fit  and  houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied 


Unfit  houses  rendered  fit  and  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  during  the  period  as  a result  of  informal 
action  by  the  local  authority  under  the  Housing  and 
Public  Health  Acts  29 

(a)  After  formal  action  under  Public  Health  Act: 

1.  By  owners  

2.  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 

(b)  After  formal  action  under  Sections  9 & 16, 

Housing  Act  f 1957 : 

1.  By  owners  

2.  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 

(c)  Under  Section  24,  Housing  Act,  1957  ....... 


0*000 
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RENT  ACT,  1957  - CERTIFICATES  OF  DISREPAIR 

Number  of  Form  G received  ............  12 

Number  of  Undertakings  accepted  ......  9 

Number  of  Certificates  issued  ........  3 

Number  of  Certificates  cancelled  .....  4 

The  procedure  required  by  this  Act  is,  in  my 
opinion,  unnecessarily  complicated  and  confusing  to  all 
concerned.  Not  the  least  of  the  difficulties  is  that 
experienced  by  tenants  in  filling  up  Form  G - followed 
by  the  difficulty  experienced  in  this  Department  in 
"interpreting"  the  tenants  wording.  It  is  also  apparent 
that  a good  many  tenants  are  deterred  by  the  thought  of 
serving  a notice  on  their  landlords. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health:- 

(l)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 & 6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  the  local  authority 


No.  on  register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Owners 

Prosecuted 

5 

8 

1 

- 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (l)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  local  authority 


No.  on  register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Owners 

Prosecuted 

121 

187 

3 

- 

(3)  Totals  of  (l)  and  (2):- 


No.  on  register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Owners 

Prosecuted 

126 

195 

4 

- 

2S 


Factories  Act.  1937  (Continued) 

(4)  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found:- 


Found 

Remedied 

Want  of  cleanliness  . . . . 

m 9 

Sanitary  conveniences* 
Insufficient  00*0000000 

1 

1 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

3 

3 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

- 

- 

— la-tali 

h 

Jfc 

Outworkers*  Premises 


Number  registered  ...... • 16 

Number  of  inspections  29 

Building  Sites 

Number  on  register  ...... • 54 

Number  of  inspections  . . . . 43 

Number  of  notices  served  .......  2 

Number  of  notices  complied  with  • 2 

Section  34  - Means  of  Escape 

Number  of  inspections  104 

Number  of  new  certificates 

iSSUed  ...ooo.o.o.ooo.oo • 11 

Number  of  amended  certificates 
issued  ................ 3 


A considerable  proportion  of  the  Department's  time 
was  again  allotted  to  the  duties  of  the  Council  under 
Section  34  in  respect  of  means  of  escape,  and  the  situation 
as  regards  new  certificates  can  be  regarded  as  satisfactory. 
Little  time,  however,  has  been  available  for  re-inspection 
and  revision  of  existing  certificates. 

During  the  year  11  new  certificates  were  issued 
and  3 certificates  revised. 

I again  wish  to  express  gratitude  to  the  County 
Fire  Brigade  Officers  for  their  assistance  with  inspections  and 
for  their  valuable  advice  on  particular  fire  hazards. 
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SECTION  60,  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTa  1956  - Means  of  Escape  from  Fire 

in  the  case  of  Certain  High  Buildings 

Number  of  inspections  ooooo00<,oooee  16 

Number  of  notices  served 


Formal  , 
Informal 


oeoeoooocooooooooooooeoeo 

• 900000000000000000000000 


Number  of  notices  complied  with? 


F orraal  o*c*oooooG<,ooooooooooooeooo 
Informal  toacooooooooooooooooooooo 


5 

1 


It  is  by  no  means  easy  to  apply  the  provisions  of  this 
section  to  existing  occupied  buildings  and  considerable  care  and 
thought  are  necessary  to  ensure  that  the  means  of  escape  is 
adequate  without  incurring  great  expense o The  help  of  the 
County  Fire  Officers  in  this  respect  is  again  much  appreciated,, 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 

Industrial  Plant 


Close  attention  has  again  been  given  to  new  plant 
being  installed  in  industrial  and  business  premises,,  and  a 
good  standard  of  equipment  has  been  maintained,.  Although 
applications  for  prior  approval  numbered  only  four9  the 
specifications  for  all  other  plant  were  obtained  and  agreement 
reached  with  the  installation  engineers , with  satisfactory 
results  in  all  cases* 

Smoke  Control  Areas 

A study  of  the  first  complete  year°s  recordings 
from  the  two  deposit  gauges  and  sulphur  dioxide  instruments 
indicated  that  the  atmospheric  pollution  in  Crawley  is  similar 
in  degree  to  that  experienced  in  other  built-up  residential 
areas  and  that  it  is  by  no  means  negligible® 

In  June  the  Council  decided  to  discontinue  the  use  of 
the  deposit  gauge  on  the  Industrial  Estate,  but  to  retain  the 
deposit  gauge  at  the  Fire  Station  and  also  the  two  sulphur 
dioxide  instruments* 
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3moke  Control  Areas  (Continued) 

In  consideration  of  the  fact  that  almost  all  the 
preventable  pollution  in  Crawley  arises  from  domestic 
premises,  the  Council,  in  November,  made  their  first  Smoke 
Control  Order  in  respect  of  the  Gossops  Green  neighbourhood. 
It  is  too  early  yet  to  report  on  the  results  of  the  making 
of  this  order,  which  is  subject  to  approval  by  the  Minister 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government  who  is  required  to  consider 
any  objections  which  may  be  received. 

PETROLEUM  (CONSOLIDATION)  ACT.  1928 


Number  of  licences  issued 

Number  of  inspections 

Number  of  disused  installations 

made  safe  0.0.0000000000.00000.000*0 


49 

344 

1 


The  licensing  conditions  for  1958  were  revised  in 
relation  to  the  Home  Office  recommendations  (Model  Code  of 
Principles  of  Construction  and  Licensing  Conditions  for  the 
Storage  of  Cans,  Drums  and  other  Receptacles,  Petrol  Filling 
Stations,  Basement,  Sub-basement  Garages  and  Underground  Car 
Parks),  necessitating  considerably  more  attention  to  filling 
stations  and  other  licensed  premises.  Good  results  were 
achieved,  however,  in  securing  compliance  with  altered  or 
additional  conditions. 


23  of  the  49  licences  issued  were  in  respect  of 
industrial  storage  and/or  specialist  usage  of  petroleum 
products. 


It  is  disturbing  to  note  that  there  is  considerable 
usage  of  potentially  dangerous  materials  over  which  no  control 
can  legally  be  required,  simply  because  they  are  not  derived 
from  petroleum  or  cannot  be  tested  for  inflammability  in 
accordance  with  the  procedure  laid  down  by  the  Petroleum  Act. 
An  extension  of  legislation  is  long  overdue. 

COURSES  OF  INSTRUCTION 

During  the  year  all  three  of  your  inspectors 
attended  Refresher  Courses  on  the  Clean  Air  Act  organised  by 
the  College  of  Fuel  Technology.  These  courses  were  of  very 
good  quality  and  supplied  much  up-to-date  information 
concerning  this  extensive  subject. 
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Courses  of  Instruction  ( Continued  ) 

In  addition,,  I attended  a two  day  conference,  organised 
by  the  County  Fire  Officers,  concerning  the  Fetroleum  Acto  This 
is  the  first  occasion  of  which  I am  aware  where  any  attempt  has 
been  made  to  give  local  authority  Fetroleum  Officers  organised 
instruction  in  their  important  duties* 

The  ready  agreement  by  the  Council  to  attendance  by 
their  inspectors  at  such  courses  is  much  appreciated*  The 
following  quotation  from  the  Report  of  the  Working  Party  on 
Public  Health  Inspectors  should  suffice  to  show  how  important 
it  is  for  inspectors  to  keep  up“to~date  in  their  ever~widening 
spheres  of  activity 

"As  a practical  field  worker  the  public  health 
inspector  has  from  time  to  time  to  apply  knowledge  or  skill 
which  is  the  primary  concern  of  the  medical  man,  the 
veterinary  surgeon,  the  bacteriologist,  the  chemist,  the 
architect,  the  sanitary  engineer,  the  water  engineer,  the 
boiler  technician,  the  builder,  the  food  manufacturer  and 
others  oooooooo* 


A new  field  which  will  require  much  study  is  that  of 
the  risks  involved  in  the  fast -increasing  use  of  radioactive 
substances  for  various  purposes* 


# 


